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at Nombre de Dios and taken it, and if a blest
bullet hadn't hit him in the leg he would have
sacked it too. *

Cartagena, however, was up in arms already;
so Drake put all his prisoners ashore unhurt and
retired to reconsider his position, leaving Diego,
a negro fugitive from Nombre de Dios, to muster
the Maroons for a raid overland to Panama.
Then Drake, who sank the Swan and burnt his
prizes because he had only men enough for the
Pascka and the pinnaces, disappeared into a new
secret harbor. But his troubles were only be-
ginning; for word came that the Maroons said
that nothing could be done inland till the rains
were over, five months hence. This meant a
long wait; however, what with making supply
depots and picking up prizes here and there, the
wet time might pass off well enough.

One day Oxenham's crew nearly mutinied over
the shortness of provisions. 'Have ye not as
much as I/ Drake called to them, 'and has God's
Providence ever failed us yet?5 Within an hour
a Spanish vessel hove in sight, making such very
heavy weather of it that boarding her was out of
the question. But *We spent not two hours in
attendance till it pleased God to send us a reason-